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As propoéedby thé United- States and the "_Zif'pji":_'l_'ri_bé'_ at‘the Scptember 9, 2003 siatus

conference béfdﬁrb Special Master Gabin, the Tribe belicves that its claims to ground water within




the Zuni River basin could bc 1'116([ by the fall of 2004 and litigated shortly thercafter. This would.
of course, proccéd simultaneously with the continuing hydrographic survey of non-tederal water
uses. Thus, ifthc.hCourt agrees that a phased schedule for the determination of tribal elaims will
.l'acilitate this casc m'oving forward on a quicker pace, the Zuni Indian Tribe’s ground water claims
should be addresscd first. Following litigation of Zuni’s ground water claims, the United States and
the Tribe should be in a position.to file and rcsol\-_'c in a timely manner Zuni's surtace water claims.
Zuni also suggésts that.given the budge-tary constraints ¢xisting in this case, a Court order thut
cstablishes a phased schedule for the filing and determination of the tribal claims 1o the waters of
the Zum Rivcr..s_'y-?s_tém may be beneficial to the continued timely development and reselution of those
claims. |

For these reasons, in addition to the fall 2006 time frame set forth in the Special Master's
R-eport and Rccbmhmndmions. the Tribe respectfully requests the Court to adopt a phased approach
to rcsolution Oftl‘l(-: Zuni Tribe’s water claims, along the lines proposed in the dralt order previously

provided to the Special Master for her consideration and attached to the United States’ Response and

" Motion for Acliqn._-'
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